Selkirk/Cabinet-Yaak Subcommittes of the
iteragency Grizzly Bear Commities
Aocomplishment Report for 2015

Planned: Aeduce human caused grizzly bear mortalifies, particularty in the front couniry, Continue Implementing
food storage orders and sanitation measures on public lands,

Accompiished: All four National Forests continued efforts fo educate both the public and employeas regarding
the food storage order and proper behavior in bear country. This included the use of Bear Rangers on the
Koctenai (KNF) and Loto (LNF} National Forests. Colvile National Forest (CNF) Forest Protection Officers
conducted ~20 patrols {o inform and educate forest visitor about camping and hunting safely in grizzly bear
habitat while other staff provided training on food storage and large carmivore safety to campground hosts and
other groups during the summer,

Most campgrounds, developed recreation sites and many traitheads have “Bear Aware” information posted. Other
sanitation related activities included the installation of 50 food storage boxss on the Idaho Panhandle National
Forest (IPNFs), and the installation of one food storage pole and additional bear-resistant garbage containers on
the KNF. The CNF purchased 32 food storage boxes with financial assistance from six groups {{.e, Conservation
Northwest, Defendars of Witdlife, Kalispe! Tribe of Indians, Pend Oreille County Public Utility District, Seatfle City
Light, and Setkirk Conservation Alliance) for installation al heavity used recreation sites within or adiacent 1o the
Selkirk recovery zone. Five were installed in 2015 while the remaining boxes will be installed in 2016. A CNF
concessionaire (Scenic Canyons Recreational Services, Inc.) purchasad 3 additional fockers.

Idahe Fish and Game conducted a spring emphasis patrol geared towards reaching bear hunters on both federal
and idaho Depariment of Lands (IDL) portions of the Selkirk recovery zone. The patrol involved gight law
enforcement officers from multiple agencies and coniributed over 70 patrol days with an emphasis on bear
identification and proper food storage.

The GNF, KNF, iPNF and LNF conducted gate monitoring ori the 1,136 closures installed on NFS lands within the
recovery zones. Approximately 50 percent of all closures are checked on an annual basis.

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation {DNRC), through a Habitat Conservation Plan with
the USFWS, continued to implement measures to avoid and minimize grizzly bear mortality. MT DNRC trains
employees to work in bear country; posts signs at key portals to grizzly bear habitat: and has a food storage
order, among other measures.

Planned: Continue improving sanitation conditions within afl land ownerships, particularly on private lands. Use ihe
results of mortality analysis fo taitor public outreacty/education and sanitation strategies via cifizen’s commitiee input
(e.g. KVRI). Implement strategy as opporiunity arises. Use resuilis from public opinion poll fo supplement and fing-

fune existing public education programs.

Ascomplished: Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MTFWP) and Idaho Department of Fish and Garne (IDFG)
have bear management specialists/conservation officers working o pravent and respond fo private land conflicts,
Kim Annis is on call to handle confiicts in Montana while Brian Johnson manages conflicts in idaho. They
continued their information & Education efforts focusing on bear identiiication and proper storage of attractants
while fiving/recreating in bear country. Kim continued the popular bear resistant garbage container ioan program
and continues to work with local county officials to resolve dumpster/sanitation issues in Lincoln and Saunders
counties.

KNF conducied Information & Education efforis via meetings, booths at fairs, campground presentations, and
disseminated information regarding living in bear country. Additionally, a KNF Bear Ranger staffed a booth at
Lincoln County Fair in Eureka using MTFWP equipment fo sef up electric fencing displays and providing
information on Defenders of Wildiife Electric fencing Incentive Program.

Lydia Alier (IPNF) and Brian Johnson (IDFG) teamed with the Idaho Conservation League (ICL) to present a
Living In Bear Country/Bear Spray workshop in Sandpoint for the general public. The workshop was well
raceived. A second venue in Boundary County was cancelled due to fire activity. IPNF & CNF ampicyses
nrovided bear ecology/bsar spray training to fire crews onerating or the Towsr and Clark Fork complexas.



The Canadian Trans-border Grizzly Bear Project (TBGBP) through Michae! Procior, has been invelved in
crganizing and implementing conservation solutions for grizzly bear recovery within the Canadian South Selkirk
and Yahk acosystems. For instance:

< In 2012, M. Proctor started a 50 percant cost share slectiic fsncing program for farms and hom
that are i grizzly bear habitat and identified finkage areas, That project has heen expanding SVERY Y
and fo cate they have sponsored over 35 electiic fances in linkage areas along Highways & and 34 in
the Creston Valfley at a cost of $60,000 to date on this efforl.

¥ They also sponsored a bear resistant bear bin program by supportting the regional community organizer
and buying a portion of the bear bins that are now in a icaner/purchase program across the South
Selkirk and South Purcelt region. This program is just getting underway, and they have invested
approximately $6,000 in organizer's wages and the purchase of baar bins.

¥ M. Proctor has also carried out an effort to assist and train BC Conservation Officers in noniethal
management methods for potential problem bears. This includes radio collaring and applying hard of
soft releases, or short relocation within the animal's home range, to appropriate bears. In the past 8
years they have had a 100 percent success rate with 8 females and ~ 50 percent success with 14
males. This effort has paid off, in that the BC Conservation Officer Service is starting {o take on the non-
lethal management as their strategy of choice when appropriate.

These efforts, and the research carried out by the TBGBP, have been funding by a suite of organizaions
including:

Canadian Funders ‘ U.5. Funders
e (Columbia Basin Trust e National Figh and Wildiife Foundation
e BC Habitat Trust Foundation e  (reat Northern Landscape Conservation
= Fish Wiidlife Compensation Program Cooperative
Nature Conservancy Canada » Lz Claiborne Art Ortenberg Foundation
e Yellowstone {0 Yukon Consarvation ' «  Wilbuforce Foundation
Initiative

Planned; Support the multi-yaar DNA study in the Cabinei-Yaak Fcosystem.

Accomplished: Research publication submitted o the Journal of Wildiife Management in 2015 and is undergoing
further review/revision. Results indicate 48-50 bears in the CYE. Final publication expectad in 2016,

______________________

Planned: Develop an approach for integrating the Resource Seiection Function (RSF), a habitat-based prediciive
modsf developed from Yaak ecosystem deta, into access management. Present progress report of applications in the
Selkirk/Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystemns and adfacent areas at the spring IGBC meeting.

Accomplished: There was not a preseritation of the RSF mode! at the 2015 spring meeting. However, a first
generation RSF map was used to provide guidance in site selection of the DNA hait-snare sites for the 2012
Cabinet-Yaak project as well as the 2015 effort in the Selkirk ecosysterm. A refined RSF for the Cabinet-Yaak
and Selkirk Ecosystems is underway and an anticipated in 2016,

Planned: Implement an information & Education management actions sirategy for the Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem and
further develop the details of the monitoring strategy.

Accomplished: Aprii SCYENGBC Workshop discussedisummarized | & E needs for SCYE. | & E chair created
an Information and Education Task Group with members from mulfiple agencies.




Flanned: Suppor! and paricipate in augmenisiion of acceriable qrizziv bears in the Cabingi-Yaak Ecosvsiemn,
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Aevomplished: One male grizzly bear augmeniad into the «
movad {0 the Cozur d’Alene RD on the IPNF and was later shot during the hunfing season

Additionally aftermpis to capture & famale for the program ware suspended in late Augus! due o fire activity and
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poot ot sesources thicughout the Cabinet Mountaing.
Plannet: Continue participation in agency efforis fo maintain funding for 2 full ime hea manggement snaciaiist for

the State of Montana, as well as fo return full-time positions io the Stafs of idaho whare thav currently are niot fulf
4 / ) ig
funded fo do bear managarment work,

Accomplished: Human-caused mortality Is down in both ecosystemns from previous years. The current [ & E
program which includes the efforts of bear management specialists or conservation officers has fkaly confributed
to reducing human-caused mortalities in both ecosystems. in 2015, there wers no documented human-caused
related deaths in the Selkirk ecosystem. However, there ware two human-caused related deaths in the Cabinet-
(aak ecosystem.

MTFWP Bear Management Specialist posttion continues to be supported through “soft” money. This includes
funding from Revett Mining ($50,000) and the National Fish and Wildiife Foundation [850,000). Hecla Mining has
since taken over Revett Mining and it is hoped they wilf continue financial support of the pasition in the future.

The IDFG conservation officer/nsar management specialist position continued to receive funding to support some
Information & Education/Law Enforcement arid bear management efforts. Funding for this position came from
ldaho Departmant of Lands (IDL) ($30,000), US Fish & Wildlite Service (USFWS) Saction 6 ($22,000}, USFS
IPNF ($7.000), and SCYE IGBC grant funds ($4,500) in 2015, IDF&G funding provided the remaining $36,500.

Planned; Continue systemalic and opportunistic DNA data collection of grizzly bears in the Sefiirk Hecovery Zone
(WA and ID) and adjacertt areas.

Accomplished: DNA is routingly collected on alt radio-collared bears and during DNA-hair snare corrals and rub
station sfforts. Additionally, DNA may be collected opportunisiicalfy at a rub or camera site in both ecosystams.

A multi-agency effort resulted in the instaliation and monitoring of 190 DNA hair-snare corral sites and 19 rbs
sites in and around the Selkirk grizzly bear ecosystem in 2015. This included financial/personnel support fram the
CNF, IDFG, IPNF, Kalispe! Tribe, Kootenai Tribe, USFWS, and Washington Depariment of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW), Idaho Panhandle Resoutce Advisory Commitiee (RAC), as wall as coordination with fedaral, siate and
private land management entities (ie. USFS, IDL, and Hancock Forest Management), The CNF and WDEW
stccessiuilly partnered fo seek USFS Region 6 approval for installation of corrals in the Saimo-Priest Wildemess.

Planned: Continue trapping and monitoring efforts in the Cabinet-Yaak ecosystem and reinitiate efforts in the Selkirk
ecosystem. .

Accomplished: USFWS trapping crews operated in both the Cabinet-Yaak and Selkirk ecosystems during the
spring and summer seasons. Wayne Kasworm monitored 12 grizzly bears in the Cabinet—Yaak gcosystam, &
grizzly bears in the U.S, Sekirks and another 11 bears in the B.C. Selkirks for some portion of 2015, Aerial
monitoring was supported with funding from the USFWS, 1PNF and KNFs,

Planned: Complefe annual recovery status report, Target date: May 2015.

Accomplished: Wayne Kasworm reported on the current recovery staus at the Aprit 27 SCYE 1GBC Workshop.




Planned. Panicipaie in efforts 0 assess linkage opportuniiies within and betwaarn recovery zones and i Biffish
Columbia.
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Accomplished: RSF model periaining 1o finkage hetween racovery zones was
Wildlite Management in May 2015, Le. Grizzly bear connectivity mapping I ihe Den
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Michael Proctor has bean working with several land consarvation orsan
Nature Trust of BC, Yellowstone fo Yukon Conservation nitiative) with : i (directhy
conservation easements) lands within idantifisd finkage arsas e fesier and enhance migr-mouniain connectivity
of grizzly bears and ofher wildlite species. To dale, over 1,200 acres worth $2.6 mitlion of prime linkage area
lands have been protected within the Canadian Hwy 3 and 34 areas. These finkage lands help raconnect the
Yaak ecosystem across BC Highway 3 fo the larger healihier Purcell Mt grizzly bear population in southern
Canada, and the South Selkirk grizzly bear population also to the farger healthier Purcell M population (~600
grizzly bears).
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Planned: Compile 2 record of administrative use on restricted roads for Bear Year 2014 and update condition of
OMRD, TMRL and Core in each BMU. Make headway lowards achieving moiorized acoess stantiards by 2015,

Accomplished: Report completed and submitied fo the USFWS by April 15, 2015.

Road decommissioning (3.5 miles) occurrad in the Roderick (#11) BMU (Cabinat-Yaak ecosystem) which was
already meeting access standards,

Monitoring of the 1,136 gates/barriers throughout both recovery arsas was conducted by Forast Service and
State employees throughout the-bear season. Repairs/enhiancements of closures included:

v 1DL reconstructed 3 barders and repaired & gate on 100 lands east of Highway 95 i the Cabinet pottion
of the recovery area {i.e. Twenty Mile Creek). Total cost of §1,200.

v" |PNF repaired/enhanced 17 existing closures at a cost of $28,000.

¥" CNF completed full obliteration or reestablished long termi drainage on a fofal of 4.3 miles of old road
that had been previously closed (bermed) (FSR #1832) to ensure hydrological stability. This closed road
was considered “core” habitat but had experienced some fllegal ATV use in the past. The prism was
planted with trees and seeded. Total cost of $53, 500.

v' Hancock Forest Management replaced a gate in the Grouse BMU (CYE) af a cost of $3,000.

+ MT DNRC implemented measures from their HCP to minimize and mitigate the effects of their
transportation system on grizzly bears in the CYE, and reporis 1o the USFWS,

Planned: Continue to develop and implement a coordinated, long-term, sustainable funding strategy. Pursue funding
for identffied unfunded work prioriies: (1} Cabinet-Yaalk information and education; (2) Selkirk radio-telemstry
maonitoring; and (3) Wildlife resistant dumpsters and food storage containers,

Accompiished: Aprit SCYE 1GBC Workshop participants discussed davelopment of SCYE IGBC pool of funding,
Group was successful in pulling together funding for Selkirk radio-telemeatry effort from muliiple parinars and grant
opportunities. CNF and IPNF made significant headway in securing funding for purchase/instaliation of bear
resistant foad storage boxes.
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