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Program Background 
 IGBC began providing guidance and direction relative to bear-resistant 

containers in the 1980s and has been the leader ever since. 

 

 Designed to help ensure proper storage of attractants by people visiting 
grizzly bear habitat and thus minimize human/grizzly bear encounters on 
public lands. 

 

 Focus was primarily on areas of grizzly habitat in ID, MT, WA and WY. 

 

 The program’s initial intent was to evaluate personal-use containers for use 
on public land. 

 

 Testing program was developed to provide public with information on what 
types of products are considered bear-resistant. 



Program Importance 

 IGBC Five-Year Plan lists attractant 

storage as a key issue that must be 

successfully addressed in order to 

achieve grizzly bear recovery. 

 

 

 Sanitation and the need to secure 

attractants are listed as high 

priorities on IGBC’s list of needed 

I/E/O actions for each ecosystem. 

 



Program Evolution 

 Testing program is for commercially available products. 

 

 Program has expanded and evolved to include garbage containers 

intended to reduce bear conflicts on private land. 

 

 New types of products have been introduced to consumers and our 

program has largely accommodated them. 

 

 IGBC Approved Product List is used well beyond grizzly bear range in 

the US. 

 

 Bear-resistant products are a big business. 



Program Importance 

 Provides managers with options by 

which compliance with food 

storage orders on public lands and 

local garbage ordinances on private 

lands can be achieved. 

 

 Provides the public with effective 

alternatives and information to 

consider when purchasing products 

advertised as “bear-proof.” 

 



  
  



Types of Products Evaluated 

 Backpacking Containers 

 Small Storage Boxes and Drums 

 Panniers 

 Coolers 

 Dry Boxes 

 Food Storage Lockers 

 Garbage Carts and Can Enclosures 

 Dumpsters 

 Recycling Units 

 Misc.  
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Canister 
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Garbage Can 



List of Approved Products 
~500 products; 125 manufacturers 
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New Challenges 

 Annual number of products tested  
is unpredictable, as is revenue 
generated. 

 

 Fee revenue has recently declined. 

 
 2017 ~ $56,000 

 2018 ~ $49,000 

 2019 ~ $24,000 

 

 



New Challenges 

 Concurrently, the time required to 
conduct the I/E/O components of 
the program is increasing. 
 Business changes 

 Field failures 

 Product competition 

 Expanded geography 

 Public and management inquiries 

 IGBC credibility 

 

 These aspects of the program do 
not generate revenue. 

 



2019 Funding Situation 

 Annual cost of the program is 
$42,900 
 Utilizing I/E/O agreement with 

WMI 

 Program Assistant 

 

 Annual IGBC contribution is 
$11,400 
 $12,300 testing revenue in 2019 

 

 Shortfall of almost $20,000 in 
2019 
 



2019 Funding Situation 

 

 To compensate for the 2019 
shortfall, other I/E/O funds within 
IGBC’s agreement with WMI were 
utilized. 

 

 Trade-offs 

 

 



2020 Adjustments 
 Renegotiated revenue split between WMI and GWDC 

 Annual testing revenue has recently averaged $42,600 

 Split will be 75:25 starting in 2020 ($31,950) 

 IGBC funding remains $11,400 

 

 Should meet $42,900 program cost 

 

 Additional steps 
 Raising testing fees for 2020 season 

 Requested GWDC assistance with targeted donation requests, grant applications, 
etc. 

 

 

 

 

 



Executive Committee Guidance 

 We have taken steps that we believe will reduce the chance of a funding 
shortfall.  However, if future testing fee revenue is insufficient to cover the cost 
of program implementation, what action does the Executive Committee 
recommend?  

 

 Is it acceptable to utilize other IGBC funds within existing I/E/O agreement? 

 

 What are other reasonable options? 

 

 What are potential trade-offs? 



Thank you for your support! 
 

Questions? 
 

(www.igbconline.org) 
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