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• Long term Grizzly bear 

recovery in the lower 48.

• Addressing conflicts with 

humans that are a major 

cause of  mortality and that 

reduce human tolerance 

for bears on the landscape.

• Providing financial and 

technical assistance to 

landowners and producers 

in order to secure 

anthropogenic attractants 

on private lands.





• Working with Agencies, 

Communities, and 

Landowners

• Cost-sharing on dumpsters, 

bear resistant containers, food 

storage containers, etc.



Electric Fence Systems to Prevent Grizzly 
and Black Bear Conflicts



 Reimbursement of 
50% the cost of an 
electric fence (up to a 
maximum of $500) to 
secure attractants.  At 
this time this incentive 
is for portions of 
Montana, Idaho, 
Wyoming and a small 
section in Washington.

 Since 2010 this 
program has installed 
265 electric fences

 Provide technical and 
financial assistance 

 Adding additional 
counties as our 
program grows  







Within the last decade grizzly bears have been expanding 

home ranges into historical use areas





 Electric fence specifications for deterring 

 grizzly and black bears 

 Minimum Joule Requirement: 0.7 or more 

 Minimum Voltage Requirement: 6,000 or more 

 Minimum Fence Height: 4 feet 

 Minimum # wires 5 

 Example electrical fencing applications 

for excluding bears 

 Apiaries Livestock pens 

 Garbage containers/dumpsters Dog kennels 

 Compost piles Chicken coups 

 Orchards/fruit trees Gardens 

 Sheds/storage areas Birdfeeders 



“Bear Safe Yard” Fence

Chicken Coop 

Fences

Transfer Station/dumpsite



Chicken-Poultry Coops and 
Small Livestock 

Electric Fence Designs



Bee Yard  

Electric Fence Designs



Cattle and Small Livestock Electric Fence Designs 





Fence success rates from 89 participants surveyed to date

 92% of  electric fences are still in use

o The 8% of  fences no longer in use are due to removal of  

the attractant and/or the participant moving away

 98% of  participants report that their fence has successfully 

protected the intended attractant

 37% of  participants have improved or expanded their fences 

since the time of  installation.

Averages across all participants from 2012-2016

 Average participant reimbursement is $313

 42% of  participants experienced past bear conflicts at their site

 Survey results indicate that only one participant experienced a 

fence failure resulting in a conflict. That fence has been repaired 

and is now functioning correctly.

 34% of  projects were visited or directly assisted with 

installation



Resources

www.fwp.mt.gov http://www.defenders.org/got-grizzlies

Defenders Web-based Mapping Effort

https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=601c56cd602f404299086aa08fef0d73&extent=-118.9078,42.4131,-102.681,49.0287


Partnerships Are the Key to Success



The End


