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Summary: 
Erwin Evert, a local seasonal resident of the Kitty Creek area, was killed by an 
adult male grizzly bear (designated bear #646) on June 17, 2010.  The location 
of the fatality was the site where an adult male grizzly bear was captured, 
immobilized, and radio collared earlier that day by a 2-man field crew of the 
Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team (IGBST) traveling on horses.  The field 
crew had captured and handled this bear, left the bear as he recovered from 
immobilization at approximately 1230 hours, and removed trap site closure signs 
as they left.  They immobilized and radio collared an adult female grizzly 
(designated bear #628 from a previous capture) further up the same drainage 
after they left the adult male.  As the field crew returned to the trailhead, they 
encountered Mr. Evert’s wife at approximately 1815 hours who asked if they had 
seen her husband who was hiking on foot and was overdue.  The field crew 
leader left the pack stock with his partner and rode up the trail looking for Mr. 
Evert. The crew leader found Mr. Evert dead due to a bear mauling at the site 
where the adult male grizzly had been captured earlier that day. No bear was 

                                                 
1 Listed alphabetically by agency affiliation. 
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seen in the area at this time by the crew leader. Mr Evert’s body was recovered 
by Park County Sheriff’s Department, USFS, WYGF, and USGS/IGBST 
personnel and returned to the trailhead by 0030 hours on 6/18/2010.  Mr. Evert’s 
body was not consumed by the bear.  On June 19, 2010 bear #646 was killed by 
management agencies. Subsequent to removal of the bear, DNA from hair from 
bear #646 was matched to DNA from bear hair recovered from Mr. Evert's body. 
 
Format of this report: 
This report is an interagency investigation team report of a grizzly-human 
incident resulting in a human fatality as per p. 59 of the Interagency Grizzly Bear 
Guidelines (see end of Appendix 2). The report summarizes the incident, the 
investigation of the incident, resolution or response to the incident, and presents 
information gathered as part of the investigation team effort.  The investigation 
team is made up of state and federal agency staff involved in responding to the 
incident and 2 outside expert members who had no prior involvement in this 
incident but who combined have more than 40 years in capture and handling of 
grizzly bears for both management and research.  Because this incident involved 
bear capture operations, no people involved in these capture operations or their 
supervisors were members of the investigation team. The team collected written 
statements from people directly involved and interviewed other people who 
talked to Mr. Evert prior to this death. After reading the written statements of the 
field crew and their supervisors the investigation team questioned them via 
conference call to clarify some issues.  Written statements and interviews and 
other informational materials are appendices to this report.  The team attempted 
to reconstruct the incident as much as possible given the information available. 
The lack of witnesses does not allow precise understanding of what transpired. 
The team made every effort to reconstruct the incident while avoiding 
speculation.      
 
Situation: 
Grizzly bear capture operations began as part of normal IGBST operations and 
procedures (Appendix 1) in the Kitty Creek drainage 27 May 2010 and trapping 
continued until 17 June 2010 with a break for days off (Table 1). The Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department (WYGF) and the Shoshone National Forest were 
notified by the IGBST of this trapping operation. Grizzly trapping operations 
complied with federal permits (Appendix 2; Note: A condition of the WYGF permit 
required the use of warning signs at baited sites). The trap sites used by the 
IGBST were in compliance with the Shoshone National Forest Special Order 04-
00-104 on Food Storage which requires that animal carcasses and/or parts be at 
least 200 yards from a National Forest System Trail and at least 1/2 mile from a 
camping or sleeping area.  The IGBST had written recommendations for safety 
precautions, but no specific protocols on warning signs (Appendix 3). Trapping 
operations are conducted by the IGBST to meet the objectives of the Study 
Team (Appendix 4).  These operations are conducted throughout the Greater 
Yellowstone Area (GYA) in an effort to maintain a sample of radio-collared bears 
well distributed throughout the GYA.  Data from these radio-collared bears are 
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used to measure and improve the effectiveness of management actions, to 
calculate population trend, to assess the impacts of human activities on bears 
and bear habitat, and to document mortality rates and causes.  Results of the 
monitoring of radioed bears is produced in peer-reviewed scientific papers and is 
available at the IGBST website: 
http://www.nrmsc.usgs.gov/science/igbst/detailedpubs 
 
Kitty Creek is a drainage of the North Fork of the Shoshone River south of U.S. 
Hwy. 20.  At the bottom of the Kitty Creek drainage, there are 14 private cabins 
authorized under special use permits on Forest Service land.  Forest Service 
Road #448 branches off US 20 along lower Kitty Creek and provides access to 
the Kitty Creek Cabins.  Road #448 is visible from most of these cabins.  Near 
the most southerly (uppermost) cabin, the road is blocked and Kitty Creek Trail 
#756 continues up the drainage.  Road #448 used to continue further up the 
drainage beyond the cabins in Kitty Creek, but this portion of the road was 
decommissioned in the late 1990’s and is not currently used for motorized travel.  
This decommissioned road parallels trail #756. 
 
The IGBST field crew consisted of Chad Dickinson and Seth Thompson.  They 
were using horses to access the Kitty Creek area in order to carry their 
equipment beyond motorized routes.  They placed several foot snare trap sites in 
Kitty Creek at different time periods (Table 1).  These trap sites were operated by 
placement of baits (i.e., game meat and rumen) in the vicinity of snare sites.  At 
each site, closure signs were placed in the area during trapping operations.  
Throughout the trapping period capture sites and methods were revised or 
abandoned based on activity at the site (a chronological list of site use is 
presented in Table 1).  The location of these trap sites is shown in Appendices 5 
and 6.   
 
No bears were captured from 27 May to 16 June although several sites were 
visited by bears as evidenced by tracks and sprung snares.  On 17 June, an 
adult male grizzly bear (#646, never previously captured) was captured at site #3 
and an adult female grizzly bear (#628, previously captured once) was captured 
at site #2 (Appendices 5, 6).  The adult male was immobilized and handled first 
and then the adult female was immobilized and handled. The chronological 
timeline of activities on 17 June is presented in Table 2.  The adult male grizzly 
bear captured at site #3 was immobilized and fitted with a radio collar.  The bear 
began to show signs of recovery from the immobilizing drugs with his head up at 
1230 hours.  At that time, with the bear showing signs of recovery, the crew 
removed the snare equipment and closure signs in the area and left site #3.  
They removed the closure signs because this was the last day of trapping in Kitty 
Creek and they were not returning to this area, and the weather was cold and 
windy with intermittent snow showers and they believed it was unlikely that 
anyone would be hiking this far off maintained trails in this weather.  The female 
grizzly bear captured at site #2 was immobilized starting at 1444 hours.  At 1710 

http://www.nrmsc.usgs.gov/science/igbst/detailedpubs
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hours, the female bear was standing and recovering from the immobilization 
drugs so the crew pulled the snare equipment and signs and left the area.   
 
As they rode out of Kitty Creek at the bottom of the trail, the crew encountered 
the wife of Mr. Erwin Evert who asked if they had seen her husband as he was 
overdue and he was hiking in Kitty Creek.  The crew leader, Chad Dickinson, 
immediately rode back up Kitty Creek looking for Mr. Evert.  Chad Dickinson 
found Mr. Evert’s body approximately 21 yards from where male grizzly bear 
#646 was captured and was left recovering at site #3.  Mr. Dickinson immediately 
returned without dismounting and reported what he had found to Mrs. Evert and 
Mark Bruscino, Bear Management Supervisor for the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department, who had stopped to visit with the crew when he saw their truck as 
he was driving by.  At that time, the incident was reported to the Park County 
Sherriff’s Department and procedures began to investigate the death and to 
recover Mr. Evert’s body.  Details of these events are reported in the statements 
of Chad Dickinson (Appendix 7), Seth Thompson (Appendix 8), Mark Bruscino 
(Appendix 9), and the Park County Sherriff’s Office CAD Incident Report 
(Appendix 10), and the Park County Sherriff’s Incident Report (Appendix 11).  
Notes on the incident and discussions with the field crew from IGBST supervisors 
Chuck Schwartz, Mark Haroldson, and Jeff Kershner of the USGS in Bozeman, 
Montana are presented in Appendix 12. 
       
Detailed Information: 
 
Actions of Mr Erwin Evert: 
Mr. Erwin Evert and his wife Yolanda have lived seasonally in a cabin at the 
mouth of Kitty Creek for 40 years.  This cabin is within view of the road accessing 
Kitty Creek so the field crew was visible from the cabin as the crew rode horses 
up Kitty Creek each morning and returned each afternoon/evening.  Mr. Evert 
was reported to be a strong hiker who liked to hike regularly up Kitty Creek and 
to hike off trail in steep terrain (see Appendix 13).  Mr. Evert was a botanist who 
recently completed a book on vascular plants of Yellowstone.  During the 
research for his book Mr. Evert hiked extensively throughout the Yellowstone 
ecosystem.  Mr. Evert was seen at least twice at his cabin by the IGBST field 
crew as they rode by on horses and he waved to them.  Mr. Evert reportedly did 
not carry bear spray or a weapon when he hiked in bear country (see Appendix 
13) and no bear spray or weapon was found at the incident site.  
 
On the morning of the incident (6/17/2010) Mr. Evert and his daughter Mara 
talked by telephone.  Mr. Evert reportedly told his daughter during that 
conversation that he had hoped to be able to “catch up with the guys [the IGBST 
field crew] to find out what was going on” (Appendix 14).  Mrs. Evert stated that 
she and Mr. Evert had seen the field crew “go up that morning and that Erwin 
was anxious to talk with them to see what they were up to” (Appendix 14).  Mr. 
Evert left his cabin at approximately 1245 hours to hike in Kitty Creek and told his 
wife he would return no later than 1630 hours (Appendix 14).  
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Other People Seen in the Trapping Area: 
On 31 May 2010, the IGBST field crew talked to a cabin resident at a cabin in 
Kitty Creek about their bear capture efforts.  Chad Dickinson says in his 
statement that this cabin resident was staying at the most southern cabin in the 
drainage. On 10 June 2010, the IGBST field crew encountered a “dude” ride from 
the Crossed Sabers Guest Ranch.  Chad Dickinson, in his statement, states that 
the leader of the dude ride asked the crew if they had any luck, indicating they 
already knew the crew was trying to capture bears in the area.  Chad further 
states that this Ranch was making 1-2 hour rides on the portion of the 
decommissioned road that parallels the main trail.  These were the only 2 
encounters with people in the drainage that the field crew had from 27 May to 17 
June. At no other time did the field crew encounter any people hiking or riding in 
the area. 
 
Statement of Chuck Neal:   
Mr. Chuck Neal was a friend of Erwin Evert and had hiked with him and spoken 
with him about grizzly bears.  Mr Neal was interviewed by USFWS Special Agent 
Tim Eicher on 9 July 2010 (Appendix 13).  Mr. Neal stated that he and Mr. Evert 
had known each other for 20 years and had become personal friends, hiking in 
many areas together.  Mr. Neal stated that on 9 June 2010, Mr. Evert telephoned 
him and told him he had seen a sign saying, “Dangerous Bear” while hiking up 
the Kitty Creek drainage.  Mr. Evert told Mr. Neal he had seen 3 men ride by his 
cabin on days prior to 9 June 20102.  Mr. Evert asked Mr. Neal about these 
signs.  Mr. Neal told Mr. Evert that the field crew was either running hair snare 
traps or live capture sites and that, “You don’t want to be anywhere near there” 
(Appendix 13).  There was no indication from Mr. Neal’s conversation with Mr. 
Evert as to where in Kitty Creek Mr. Evert saw the “Dangerous Bear” sign. 
 
Mr. Neal said that based on conversations with Mr. Evert’s wife and daughter, 
Mr. Neal understood that Mr. Evert was planning to take his “usual hike” up Kitty 
Creek on 17 June.  Mr. Neal stated that he thought Mr. Evert left about 1300 
hours and told his wife he would be back at about 1600 hours.  Mr. Neal stated 
that, “the hike” that he thought Mr. Evert went on usually went up the ridge to the 
east, down the ridge to the south to Kitty Creek and then returned down Kitty 
Creek (see map at end of Appendix 13).  Mr. Neal stated that Mr. Evert’s normal 
pattern was this route although sometimes he would make this loop in the 
opposite direction, hiking up Kitty Creek first. The route that Mr. Neal referred to 
would not have brought Mr. Evert to trap sites #1, #2, or #3 (see Appendix 6).   
 
Signs Used Around Trap Sites: 
Two different signs were used by the IGBST field crew in Kitty Creek.  The first 
sign (Appendix 15) says, “Danger – Bear Trap in the Area.  The area behind this 
sign is temporarily closed.  The closure is in effect from ___ to ___.”  The dates 

                                                 
2 This origin of this statement by Mr. Evert is unknown because at no time prior to June 9 did the field crew consist of 
more than 2 people on horses.    
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on the signs deployed starting on 9 June stated, “The closure is in effect from 
6/9/10 to 6/18/10.”  This sign type was used at all trap sites.  The other sign type 
(Appendix 16) stated, “Closed.  Area behind this sign is closed to human travel – 
Dangerous Bear.”  This “Dangerous Bear” sign was only used at trap site #2 
because the field crew was out of copies of the “Danger – Bear Trap in the Area” 
sign to place at trap site #2 when they put in that site on June 9. The field crew 
did put up 4 of the “Danger – Bear Trap in the Area” signs when they returned to 
this site after June 9 in addition to the 3 “Dangerous Bear” signs placed there on 
June 9 (Appendix 17).  Thus, the “Dangerous Bear” sign seen by Mr. Evert and 
reported to Chuck Neal on 9 June 2010 was at trap site #2, indicating that Mr. 
Evert visited trap site #2 after the field crew left that site.  Trap site #2 is 
approximately 1,000 feet away from and uphill from the main trail in the creek 
bottom.  The chronology of crew activities on 9 June (Appendix 18) shows that 
the crew began trapping operations and rode past the cabins at approximately 
1000 hours.  They first rode to site #1 and then rode up the drainage looking for a 
new site.  At approximately 1400 hours, they began putting in snares and placing 
signs at site #2.  They left site #2 at approximately 1600 hours and rode down 
the trail and the decommissioned road past the cabins at approximately 1730 
hours.  The route followed by the trapping crew included some time on the 
decommissioned road and some time on the main trail (Appendix 19).  Mr. Evert 
called Mr. Neal and reportedly told him about seeing the “Dangerous Bear” sign 
the evening of 9 June 2010.  The field crew did not see Mr. Evert hiking in Kitty 
Creek on 9 June.  This indicates that either Mr. Evert went up the drainage after 
approximately 1730 hours when the crew had already left the drainage or that he 
followed another route such as his “usual hike” outlined by Mr. Neal in his 
statement (Appendix 13).  This “usual hike” would have taken Mr. Evert up the 
ridge and southward along the ridgeline before finally descending to the Kitty 
Creek drainage, upstream from where site #2 was placed on 9 June.  
 
The Incident Site: 
The incident site (site #3) was put in on 12 June 2010 and the site above it (site 
#1) was removed along with the snares and warning/closure signs on 14 June 
(see Appendix 4).  Site #3 was 1,700 feet (straight line distance) away from and 
approximately 320 feet higher in elevation than the main trail in the bottom of the 
Kitty Creek drainage. Site #3 was 3700 feet (straight line distance) from the 
uppermost cabin in the Kitty Creek drainage and there was no maintained trail to 
this site.  When the site was placed in the area, there was no previous evidence 
of human activity or access to the area.  The crew placed 5 warning/closure 
signs stating “Danger – Bear Trap in the Area” at Site #3 (Appendix 20).  These 
signs were placed below the site along the obvious access route from the main 
trail the field crew used.  The access route became more obvious over time with 
the daily use of the trapping crew.  All signs and snare equipment were removed 
by the field crew when they left the site as the bear was recovering on 17 June 
2010.  The weather at the time they left the bear at 1230 hours was windy and 
overcast with intermittent snow showers. The snare tree where the bear was 
captured is approximately 10 yards from the access route used by the crew to 
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access the site daily.  Mr. Evert’s body was found approximately 21 yards north 
of the snare tree (see map, Appendix 9).  The site of the initial attack, as 
indicated by personal effects found there (i.e. eye glasses), is approximately 6 
yards from where Mr. Evert’s body was found.  The trap site is medium density, 
mixed age conifer stand with varying sight distances depending on the direction 
from which the trap site is viewed (Photo 1).   
 

 
Photo 1. View of incident site approaching uphill from direction of main trail.  Snare 
attachment tree (lighter colored) is at left. Victim found at far right of picture. Bear was 
left recovering from immobilization drugs (see Handling of Bear after Capture) adjacent  
to snare attachment tree. 
 
Removal of the Bear: 
On Friday, 18 June 2010 at approximately 1300 hours, male grizzly bear #646 
was located via telemetry approximately ½ mile east of the incident site on the 
east side of Kitty Creek.  Later that afternoon, Mark Bruscino and Chris Servheen 
discussed the situation as to what to do with male grizzly #646 suspected of 
killing Mr. Evert.  At that point, the Wyoming Game and Fish Laboratory was 
attempting to match DNA from blood and/or hair taken from captured male grizzly 
bear #646 and DNA from grizzly bear hair recovered from Mr. Evert’s body.  
Given that there were no witnesses to Mr. Evert’s death, it could not be 
determined what exactly happened.  At that time, it was decided that Wyoming 
Game and Fish agents would attempt to capture the bear pending the lab results 
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Photo 2. Person in foreground is at approximate location of initial attack and 
approximately 5 yards uphill from fatality site.  Horse trail from several days  
of crew access to Site # 1 uphill from here can be seen at left. Snare site  
where bear was left recovering is out of photo to the left. 
 

 
Photo 3.  Location where body was found by small broken tree to the  
immediate left of large tree. Site is approximately 21 yards from snare tree. 
 
matching the DNA from the captured bear to the bear hair found on Mr. Evert.  
Friday evening, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department set several culvert 
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traps in the lower portion of Kitty Creek.  If the bear could not be captured by 
Saturday morning, Servheen and Bruscino agreed the bear would be destroyed 
to err on the side of public safety.  There was also a concern that given the 
difficulty of keeping radio collars on adult males, that grizzly bear #646 might 
remove his collar and there would be no way to find him.  Discussions were held 
by phone with Wildlife Services and authorization was given by Chris Servheen, 
as per 50 CFR 17.40, for Wildlife Services and Wyoming Game and Fish to 
remove the bear if it was not captured by Saturday morning.     
 
The culvert traps in Kitty Creek were checked early Saturday morning (19 June 
2010) and no bears had been captured.  A search was then initiated by 
helicopter and bear #646 was located with telemetry and shot in Kitty Creek at 
approximately 0715 hours, approximately 2 miles upstream from where Mr. 
Evert’s body was found (see Appendix 9 for details and Appendix 6 for location).  
The head, paws, stomach contents, and radio collar were recovered from the 
dead bear and taken to the Wyoming Game and Fish Laboratory.  At 1400 hours 
on 19 June 2010, the Wyoming Game and Fish Laboratory confirmed that DNA 
from grizzly bear #646 matched the DNA in grizzly bear hair found on Mr. Evert’s 
body concluding that this was the bear involved in Mr. Evert’s death.   
 
Cause of Death of Mr. Evert: 
Mr. Evert received numerous severe bite wounds.  The cause of death was a bite 
to the head.  Mr. Evert’s body was not consumed by the bear. 
 
Handling of Bear #646 after capture: 
The detailed capture/handling form for grizzly bear #646 is attached as Appendix 
21.  This bear was captured in a foot snare by its right front foot using standard 
capture procedures (see Appendix 1).  The bear was estimated to be an 8-10 
year old male and had never been captured prior to this date.  The bear was 
immobilized using Telazol (tiletamine/zolazepam) at a 285 mg/ml concentration.  
The initial dosage was 5 ml delivered at 0906 hours using a CO2 pistol.  The bear 
lay down under the effects of the drug at 0913 hours.  At 0915 hours, the animal 
was insufficiently immobilized so an additional 1.0 ml was given with a hand 
syringe to assure full immobilization.  At 0954 hours, the bear began to move his 
head and was given an additional 1.2 ml in the hindquarter.  Telazol 
(tiletamine/zolazepam) has long been a drug used in bear immobilization due to 
the predictable nature of its anesthetic effects, it causes minimal depression of 
physiological functions, and it can be administered safely over a wide range of 
dosages.  It is recognized that bears anesthetized with Telazol 
(tiletamine/zolazepam) may have prolonged recovery lasting many hours 
particularly if multiple doses are administered (Cattet et al. 19973).  By 1048 
hours, the bear began licking and blinking as it recovered from the 
immobilization.  At 1230 hours, the bear was holding his head up, swaying it from 
side to side and the field crew left the site.  It was noted that the bear had a large 

                                                 
3 Cattet, M.R.L., N.A. Caulkett, S.K. Polischuk, and M.A. Ramsay. 1997. Reversible immobilization of free-ranging polar 
bears with metatomidine-zolazepam-tiletamine and atipamezole. Journal of Wildlife Diseases. 33:611-617. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zolazepam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zolazepam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zolazepam
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open wound behind its left shoulder with numerous scars and fight wounds on its 
head and neck.  These wounds were both old and new and were due to fighting 
with other grizzly bears. Such wounds are common on adult male grizzly bears 
especially during the breeding season in June and July.  Due to the large bite 
injury in his left shoulder the bear was administered 12 ml of the antibiotic 
Tetradure (oxytetracycline) as a normal precaution to minimize infection in wounded 
bears.   
 
Timeline of operations:  
The timeline of capture operation in Kitty Creek in 2010 is presented in Table 1. 
Table 1.  Timeline of IGBST Trapping Effort 2010, Kitty Creek, SNF    
      

Dates Kitty Creek (Site #1)         
(UTM 589588 x 4921808) 

Upper Kitty Creek (Site #2)     
(UTM 589772 x 4920839) 

Middle Kitty Creek (Site #3)     
(UTM 589925 x 4921827) - 

incident site 
27-May-10 set 2 snares     

28-May-10 set       

29-May-10 set     
30-May-10 set     

31-May-10 set     

1-Jun-10 2 snares sprung, reset     

2-Jun-10 
2 snares sprung, reset 3rd 
snare     

3-Jun-10 
snares sprung for days off 
by IGBST     

4-Jun-10 off     

5-Jun-10 off     

6-Jun-10 off     
7-Jun-10 off     

8-Jun-10 off     

9-Jun-10 reset 2 snares set 1 snare   
10-Jun-10 set set     

11-Jun-10 set set   

12-Jun-10 2 snares sprung, reset set set 2 pail4 sets 

13-Jun-10 
2 snares sprung, did not 
reset sprung by marten, reset set 

14-Jun-10 
pulled site, bait & signs 
removed set 

both pails sprung, reset 1, set 
2 more snares 

15-Jun-10   set 1 snare sprung, 4 snares set 

16-Jun-10   
snare sprung, reset as trail 
set 

4 snares sprung, reset 3 
snares 

17-Jun-10   captured GB 628, site pulled captured GB 646, site pulled 
 

                                                 
4 A pail set consists of a 5 gallon bucket with a lid that is cut out approximately 4" by 8".  This allows the bear to place his 
paw inside the bucket to pull on the bait.  The bucket is placed on the tree at a height of approximately 5 to 6 feet.  The 
bucket and snare are hung at a height so that a bear can place its paw on the ground when caught.  
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The timeline for the day of the incident is presented in Table 2.  

Table 2. Time Line of Incident Day 6/17/2010 
     

Mr. Evert’s actions Time Description of event by IGBST crew 
  0730 am Left truck and trailer at Hwy 
  0830 am Arrived at Middle Kitty Creek Site (Site #3) 
  0906 am Darted bear 646 
  0912 am Sent Spot Messenger Mark Haroldson 
  0915 am Bear down 
  1048 am Recovery started 

  1230 pm 
Male bear holding head up, swaying. Site shut down, pulled signs, we 
left site. 

  1315 pm Arrived at Upper Kitty Creek Site (Site #2) 
  1418 pm Darted female bear 628 
  1423 pm  Sent Spot Messenger to Mark Haroldson 
  1444 pm  Darted female bear 628 second time, first dart did not inject 
  1450 pm  Female bear down 

Evert leaves* (Neal)  1300 pm   
  1540 pm Female bear recovery started 
  1547 pm  Female bear holding head up 
  1710 pm Female bear standing, we left site, pulled signs 
  1815 pm Made contact with Mrs. Evert while riding by her cabin 

  1840 pm 
Rode back to Middle Kitty Creek Site (Site #3) and discovered Mr. 
Evert's body 

  1910 pm 
Rode back down to Mrs. Evert's cabin, spoke with Mrs. Evert and Mark 
Bruscino 

  2000 pm Rode back to incident site with Mark Bruscino and Deputy Pennell 
  2045 pm  Arrived at incident site with Mark Bruscino and Deputy Pennell 
  2100 pm Rode back down to cabin area 
  2150 pm  Rode back to incident site with Search and Rescue personnel ** 

  
0030 am 

6/18/2010 Arrived back at cabin area with Mr Evert's body 

* Mr. Evert leaves cabin to hike in Kitty Creek area.  Mr. Neal reported that Mr. Evert left 
approximately 1300 hours.    

** Between 2150 hours and 0030 hours, Chad Dickinson has no recollection of time in 
relation to arriving back at the site and when they left the site with Mr. Evert’s body. 

 
 

Finding of the Investigation Team: 
Mr. Erwin Evert was killed by a grizzly bear in the afternoon of 17 June 2010 in 
Kitty Creek on the Shoshone National Forest.  The bear that killed Mr. Evert was 
an estimated 8-10 year old5 adult male grizzly bear #646.  A 2-man field crew 
from the IGBST captured, immobilized, and left bear #646 to recover from the 
immobilizing drugs at the site where Mr. Evert was killed.  The location of the 
capture site was approximately 1,700 feet away from a well-used trail in the 
bottom of the Kitty Creek drainage.  The field crew saw no evidence of human 
visitation to any trapping sites (other than them) from the start of operations on 
27 May to 17 June when trapping operations in Kitty Creek were stopped (see 

                                                 
5 The precise age will be obtained at a later date by laboratory sectioning of a tooth sample.  
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Table 1).  The field crew did encounter a guest ranch horse ride group along the 
main trail in the bottom of the drainage one time during the trapping period.   
 
Mr. Evert was reported to be an avid hiker and had lived seasonally in a cabin in 
the lower portion of Kitty Creek for some 40 years.  The field crew regularly rode 
horses by Mr. Evert’s cabin each day as they rode up the drainage to check 
trapping sites and on at least 2 occasions, they observed Mr. Evert and he 
waved to them.  Mr. Evert did not attempt to talk to the field crew when he saw 
them pass his cabin.  On 9 June 2010, Mr. Evert phoned Mr. Chuck Neal, a 
friend of his, and told him he had seen an agency area closure sign on that day 
indicating there was a “dangerous bear” in the area.  Mr. Evert asked Mr. Neal 
what this meant and Mr. Neal told him he did not want to be around those areas 
as bear capture or hair snare operations were likely ongoing.  The sign type Mr. 
Evert referred to was only used at site #2 while a different warning/closure sign 
type was used at the incident site (site #3, which did not exist yet on 9 June).   
 
On the day of the incident, 17 June 2010, Mr. Evert phoned his daughter and told 
her he intended to hike up the drainage to, “catch up with the guys” and “find out 
what was going on.” (Appendix 13)  On 17 June 2010, while the field crew was 
riding past Mr. Evert’s cabin on their way out, they were approached by Mrs. 
Evert who asked if they had seen her husband who had gone for a hike in Kitty 
Creek was overdue.  The crew leader, Chad Dickinson, immediately rode his 
horse up the drainage looking for Mr. Evert and rode to Site #3 site where adult 
male grizzly #646 had been captured and left to recover from immobilization at 
approximately 1230 hours that day.  Mr. Dickinson found Mr. Evert’s body 
approximately 21 yards from the location where grizzly bear #646 had been left 
earlier that day.   
 
Mr. Evert hiked approximately 1,700 feet off the main trail to the location of site 
#3 where the bear was recovering from immobilization.  Mr. Evert had previously 
told Mr. Neal that he had seen signs about a “dangerous bear” while he was 
hiking in Kitty Creek, but the signs referenced by Mr. Evert to Mr. Neal were 
placed at site #2 and not the same signs that were used at site #3, the incident 
site.  There is no evidence that Mr. Evert had ever been to site #3, the incident 
site, prior to 17 June 2010 (Site #3 did not exist on 9 June when Mr. Evert said 
he saw the "dangerous bear" sign).   
 
June 17 was the last day the field crew was operating in Kitty Creek and as they 
left the incident site and another site further up the drainage where they also 
captured a grizzly bear on 17 June, they removed all closure signs and snares 
because they were leaving the drainage and were not returning.  There were no 
warning or closure signs at the incident location when Mr. Evert approached this 
site where he was killed. 
 
Bear #646 was killed by management agencies on the morning of 19 June 2010 
in order to err on the side of public safety because there were no witnesses to 
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exactly what happened when Mr. Evert was killed by the bear.  Subsequent to 
the removal of the bear, DNA from bear #646 was matched to bear hair 
recovered from Mr. Evert’s body.   
 
In a separate report, the investigation team will make recommendations to 
minimize such incidents in the future for consideration by agencies involved in 
capture and handling of grizzly bears. 
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Investigation Report 
Grizzly Bear Caused Death of Erwin Frank Evert 

 
Prepared by: 

Mark Bruscino 
Bear Management Program Supervisor 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

2820 State Highway 120 
Cody, WY  82414 

mark.bruscino@wgf.state.wy.us 
307-899-8157 

 
9 July 2010 

 
This report details only the involvement, actions, and observations made by the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department (Mark Bruscino and the personnel working under his direction) into the 
investigation of the death of Erwin F. Evert and the removal of grizzly bear 646.  This is not a 
comprehensive report of the investigation of the incident that resulted in Mr. Evert’s death.  
 
On June 17, 2010 at about 1815 hours, I stopped to talk to U.S. Geological Survey, Interagency 
Grizzly Bear Study Team (IGBST) employee Seth Thompson while he was parked at the junction 
of U.S. Highway 14-16-20 and the Kitty Creek Road.  This location is approximately 9 miles east 
of the East Gate to Yellowstone National Park on the Shoshone National Forest.  Thompson 
advised they captured one adult male grizzly bear (#646) and one adult female grizzly bear (#628) 
earlier that day and radio collared them for monitoring purposes.  I asked him where Chad 
Dickinson (IGBST employee) was and he advised a woman staying at a cabin on Kitty Creek had 
reported her husband overdue from a hike.  According to Thompson, Dickinson had gone looking 
for him on horseback.  I told Thompson that I would go to the cabin site to see if I could be of 
assistance.   
 
At about 1830 hours, I met Yolanda Evert who was standing east of her cabin.  She explained that 
her husband was overdue from a hike.  Mrs. Evert said he had left early in the afternoon and he 
usually returned in a few hours and she felt something may have happened to him.  She said 
Dickinson had gone up the trail looking for him.  Yolanda Evert said Erwin Evert knew the area 
well, as they have owned the cabin there since 1970, and had hiked there many times.  She stated 
that Erwin Evert knew the IGBST was working up Kitty Creek trapping bears and he had gone to 
see what they were doing.  Yolanda Evert and I went into her cabin at 23 Kitty Creek Road and at 
about 1845 hours, I called the Park County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) to notify them that Erwin 
Evert was overdue.  While I was relaying the information to the dispatcher, the dispatcher advised 
they had just received a phone call from a person staying at the last cabin on Kitty Creek advising 
a man had been killed by a bear in the Kitty Creek drainage. 
 
At about 1850 hrs, Dickinson rode up to the cabin and advised he found Evert, he was dead, and 
he had been killed by a bear.  I contacted PCSO to advise them I was with the person who found 
Evert and they advised Deputy Mike Pennell was responding to our location.  Dickinson stated 
that Evert’s body was near the trap site where they had captured and released an adult male 
grizzly bear earlier in the day.  Yolanda Evert stated several times that her husband, Erwin Evert, 
knew that bears were being trapped up the drainage and he wanted to check out what they 
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(Dickinson and Thompson) where doing.  She also asked several times, “Why did he have to go 
up there?”  I contacted Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) Regional Supervisor Gary 
Brown and advised him of the incident.  I contacted WGFD Bear Management Program 
employee Luke Ellsbury and advised him to come to our location in case we needed help.  I asked 
Yolanda Evert if she had friends in town that she could call to come to the cabin and be with her.  
She called Chuck Neal from Cody and he arrived at the cabin at about 2000 hrs. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1.  Map of the attack location, cabin sites, and the location where bear 646 was killed. 
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At about 1930 hrs, Deputy Pennell arrived at the Evert’s cabin and recorded preliminary 
information from Dickinson, Yolanda Evert, and I.  We decided to ride horseback to the location 
of the victim before it got dark to confirm Evert was deceased and so Pennell could begin his 
investigation.  At about 2030 hrs, Dickinson, Pennell, and I arrived at the scene (589934 E 
4921822 N  Z 12 N METERS NAD83) and confirmed that Evert was dead (Fig. 1 and 2).  Evert 
was positioned face down and had multiple wounds to his body consistent with a bear attack.  
Deputy Pennell took several photos of Evert in the position we found him, then I turned Mr. Evert 
over at the request of Pennell and he took several more photos.  Deputy Pennell made field notes 
of his observations while Dickinson and I watched for bear activity.  Dickinson pointed out the 
snare tree where they had captured bear 646 earlier in the day. The tree was about 21 yards south 
of Evert’s body.  We left Evert’s body at the location and rode back to the cabin area.  
 
That evening, WGFD employee Gary Brown discussed the incident with the Evert family friend 
Chuck Neal.  Brown’s discussion with Neal is documented in Attachment 1. 
 
 

Figure 2.  Aerial photo of the attack location, cabin sites, and the location where bear 646 was killed. 
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After dark, Dickinson, U.S. Forest Service (USFS) employee Terry Root, and I accompanied Park 
County Search and Rescue team members back to the scene to recover Evert’s body.  Evert was 
in the same position as when we had left him before dark.  It did not appear that any animals had 
disturbed his body.  Search and Rescue personnel removed Mr. Evert’s body and I collected Mr. 
Evert’s blue knit hat before leaving the scene.  The hat was about 4 yards west of his body.  The 
body was recovered to the cabin area at about 0020 hrs on 6/18/10.  Blood and tooth samples 
from bear 646 were obtained from Dickinson and Thompson before we left the area. 
 
At about 0600 hrs on 6/18/10, I contacted Dee Dee Hawk, Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
Forensic Lab Supervisor, to advise her we would be getting samples to her later in the day and to 
discuss with her procedures for collecting samples from the victim.  I requested that the lab try to 
make a genetic comparison of bear hair we anticipated collecting from the victim with blood 
samples collected from bear 646 by Dickinson and Thompson.   
 
At about 0800 hrs on 6/18/10, WGFD employees Chris Queen and Brian Nesvik examined 
Evert’s body at the office of Tim Powers, Park County Coroner, and collected numerous bear 
hairs from the victim and his clothing.  In addition, they collected several saliva swabs from 
wounds on the body for DNA comparison to blood samples obtained from bear 646 by IGBST 
personnel.   During a gross scale examination of the body, Queen and Nesvik observed numerous 
puncture wounds, lacerations, and bruises to Evert’s body.  They collected Evert’s clothing for 
forensic purposes.  The samples of blood, clothing, and hair were transported to the WGFD’s 
Forensic Lab in Laramie, arriving at the lab at about 1900 hrs.  

At about 1200 hrs on 6/18/10 Tim Eicher, acting USFWS Resident Agent In Charge for 
Wyoming and Montana, Trampas Barhaug, USFS Law Enforcement Officer, Luke Ellsbury 

Figure 3.  Schematic diagram of the incident site. 
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(WGFD) and I returned to the attack site to further investigate the incident.  The location was 
about 0.42 miles west of the Forest Service Kitty Creek Trail in an area that had been logged 
many years ago.  What appeared to be the initial attack site, consisting of blood and matted grass, 
was about 6 yards west of where the victim was found dead.  This location was about 24 yards 
north of the snare tree.  There was a slight blood trail from this location to about 2 yards to the 
east, where a pair of broken prescription eyeglasses were located and near the location where I 
recovered the hat the previous night.  The blood trail continued east for 1 additional yard 
(equidistant from the initial attack site and the victim’s location) where a hair comb was located.  
The location where we found the victim the night before was 3 more yards to the east.  The blood 
trail had tufts of human hair scattered along it in several locations beginning near the initial attack 
site (Figure 4).  The location of the victim was about 21 yards north of the snare tree and almost 
directly under a tree that the IGBST personnel had previously hung a call bait (Figure 5).  We 
recovered  glasses and a comb.  At about 1300 hrs, we were able to locate grizzly bear 646 about 
½ mile east of the incident site on the east side of Kitty Creek.  We left the area at that time and 
returned to Cody. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 4.  Attack site with location of the victim and his possessions. 
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I contacted Chris Servheen, USFWS Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator, and we decided to 
remove bear 646 if given the opportunity.  I contacted USDA-Wildlife Services (WS) and asked 
them to be available with their aircraft in the morning to assist with the removal of bear 646 if we 
determined it was appropriate.   On the evening of 6/18/10, Luke Ellsbury and I set one box trap 
at the end of the Kitty Creek Road about ½ mile north of 646’s location.  We made a scent drag 
with a dead deer from near 646’s location to the trap site.  We encountered a small, unmarked 
grizzly bear while we were making the scent drag.  This bear was not suspected as being involved 
in the Evert fatality. 
 
At approximately 2000 hours on 6/18/10, Brian DeBolt and Zach Turnbull, Bear Management 
Officers for the WGFD, along with Luke Ellsbury set one more box trap near the location of the 
trap set by Ellsbury and Bruscino earlier that evening. 
 
On the morning of 6/19/10, we checked both traps on the Kitty Creek Road but did not have a 
bear captured.  The radio collar signal from bear 646 was weaker and appeared to be further up 
the Kitty Creek drainage.  I requested WS remove the bear with the aid of their helicopter.  At 
about 0715 hrs, they shot and killed grizzly bear 646 about 1.7 miles southwest (588092 E 
4919745 N  Z 12 N METERS NAD83) of the attack site.  WGFD employees Brian DeBolt and 
Luke Ellsbury were flown to the site and recovered the head, paws, stomach contents, and the 
radio collar from the bear.  The remainder of the carcass was left in the field. 
 
At about 1400 hrs, Dee Dee Hawk (WGFD) telephoned me and advised that the DNA extracted 
from the blood samples taken from bear 646 matched the DNA obtained from the bear hair taken 
from Evert’s body, linking bear 646 to Evert’s death (Attachment 2).   
 
The production of this narrative concludes the WGFD’s involvement in the field investigation of 
the grizzly bear caused death of Erwin F. Evert.  This document will be updated if additional 
information becomes available. 

  

Figure 5.  Photo of the snare tree location taken from where the victim was initially found. 

Snare Tree 
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Attachment 1 
Report from WGFD Employee Gary Brown 

 
 
Approximately 18:45 on 6/17/2010, officer Brown received a call from Mark Bruscino that a grizzly 
bear had attacked and killed a subject in Kitty Creek earlier in the day.  Mark asked that I come to the 
scene and assist.  When I arrived at the scene Bruscino, Chad, and a Park County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Pennell were headed into the scene.  I stayed near the victim’s cabin until search and rescues arrived. 

 
Shortly after I arrived, Chuck Neal came to the cabin.  He said he was a family friend and had been 
called by the family.  He then went into the cabin.  He came out a short time later and we spoke.  
Neal said that Everett had been in Bozeman earlier in the day, came back to the cabin about noon.  
He saw the bear team going up and followed at about 15:00 hours.  He was only going to be gone for 
a couple of hours.  When he didn’t return, Mrs. Everett stopped the bear team coming out and asked 
if they had seen him.  They hadn’t and Chad returned to look for him.  Neal said that Ervin had called 
Neal about a week previous and said he had seen signs warning of a dangerous bear and wondered 
what that was all about.  Neal told him that they were probably trapping bears in the area and that he 
should stay out of the area.  He didn’t understand why he would go into the area, when the wind was 
blowing so hard.   Neal said, like me, Everett never carried spray or a firearm with him.  He was not 
very experienced around bears. 

 
After search and rescue arrived I moved up to the trailhead and waited until Bruscino returned.  After 
he returned, a recovery effort was launched.  Once the body was recovered, I left the scene. 
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Attachment 2 

Laboratory report of the DNA analysis of samples taken 
from bear 646 and bear hair from Erwin Evert’s body. 
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