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Why have an IGBC Bear 
Smart Community 

Program?

• Consistent criteria that is created and approved by bear specialist
• Bring community members together for a common goal
• Reducing human-bear conflict
• Consistent Bear Education across all recovery areas
• Consistent Bear Messaging



Imperial –Multipurpose Keynote Presentation Template. 

Criteria 4

Implement Bear 

Education 

Program

Develop an ongoing bear 

education program in the 

community, aimed at 

educating local residents, 

including new residents 

moving to the area, and 

other identified audiences 

in the community

Start now!

Criteria 5

Implement 

Garbage Mgmt.  

Program

Implement a Garbage 

Management Program, 

aimed at securing access 

to refuse from residential 

to businesses and public 

areas in the community 

identified as high risk

Start now!

Criteria 2

Community 

Assessment

Complete a Community 

Assessment looking at the 

community, wildlife and 

surrounding landscape, the 

history of bear-human 

conflicts, and natural and 

non-natural attractants 

around the community

Start now!

Criteria 3

Make Bear Smart 

Community Plan

As a community with the 

Bear Smart Committee, 

develop a Bear Smart 

Community plan, aimed 

at addressing  the 

potential for bear-human 

conflicts based on the 

community assessment

Start now!

Criteria 1

Form a Bear 

Smart Committee

Form a Bear Smart 

Committee made up of 

local community 

members, stakeholders, 

community officials, 

solid waste management, 

and the assistance of a 

wildlife consultant

Start now!

Criteria 6

Incentives, Bylaws, 

Ordinances

Develop a strategy to provide 

incentives, or implement 

bylaws or local ordinances to 

ensure compliance with local 

Bear Smart Community 

efforts, including bylaws 

related to trash.

Start now!

IGBC Bear Smart Community Criteria
Six key criteria to becoming a Bear Smart Community
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IGBC BEAR SMART 
COMMUNITY 

CERTIFIED

Certified IGBC Bear 
Smart Community

SILVER

Certified IGBC Silver 
Status Bear Smart 

Community

GOLD

Certified IGBC Gold 
Status Bear Smart 

Community 5+ years



Form BSC 
Committee

Implement 
Garbage 

Management 
Program

Make BSC 
Community 

Plan

Bylaws, 
Ordinances, 
Enforcement

Implement BSC 
Education 
Program

Bear Smart 
Community 5+ 

years

Complete BSC 
Community 
Assessment

Strategy for 
Incentives or 
Enforcement

IGBC BEAR SMART CRITERIA

Criteria 3Criteria 2 Criteria 4Criteria 1

SilverCriteria 6 GoldCriteria 5
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Process to Becoming a Bear Smart Community

START

Assessment
Bear Smart 

Community Plan Education Garbage
Incentives, 

Bylaws

Apply for BSC Status

Form Local Bear Smart 

Community

Approve BSC Status

Recommend for

Recognition

Further 

Recommendations



IGBC Bear Smart 
Community
Pilot Study



What can communities do right now



IGBC Bear Smart 
Community Future

• Implementing the Program
• Capacity to run the program

• Shared position between States and Federal Agencies
• Funding to assist communities
• Executive Committee Involvement


