
Town of Jackson and Teton County 
Wildlife Feeding and Bear Resistant 

Trash Regulations

Tanya Anderson, Town of Jackson
Chris Colligan, Teton County, WY

Kole Stewart, Bear Wise Jackson Hole



Aligned Regulations
County LDR Amendment  Town Municipal Code Amendment
 effective July 1, 2022    effective April 1, 2023

BOTH PROHIBIT… 
• Feeding of all wildlife
• Planting of fruit-bearing ornamental trees 

BOTH REQUIRE … 
• Self-locking bear-resistant trash container or enclosure 
• Bird feeders are inaccessible to all other wildlife
• Attractants are stored in bear-resistant building, enclosure, or fencing 
• Management (harvesting, fencing) of existing ornamentals



Town Bear Conflict Zone



Outreach



Compliance Process – Teton County

Complaint 
submitted to 

Planning Dept.

Code Compliance 
Officer 

investigates 
complaint

If violation 
confirmed, 
Compliance 
Officer mails 

Notice of Violation 
to Owner

If no compliance, 
Compliance 
Officer mails 

Notice to Abate

Abatement 
hearing with the 

BCC

Order to Abate 
issued to Owner

Challenges: 
• Lengthy process
• Staff capacity
• Weak enforcement method



Compliance Process – Town of Jackson

Complaint 
submitted to 

Police 
Department

Code 
Enforcement 

Officer 
investigates 
complaint

If violation 
confirmed, Code 

Enforcement 
Officer can issue 

a citation OR 
educate

If resident is 
educated, Code 

Enforcement 
Officer follows 
up in 2 weeks

If a citation is 
issued, it goes 

to the municipal 
court

Fine is $50 for a 
non-compliant 
can. Maximum 

fine is $750

Challenges
• Reactive (complaint-based), not proactive
• Tedious reporting mechanism
• Short-term rentals 
• Waste hauler capacity/supply chain issues
• Staff capacity



1. Continue education and outreach 
2. Replace all trash containers on Town 

of Jackson property with bear-
resistant versions 

– Town Parks
– Town Buildings 
– Town Square
– START bus stops

3. Expand Bear Conflict Zone from the 
outskirts of Town inward

Next Steps – Town of Jackson



1. Supply chain issues (cans, dumpsters)
2. Rehrig cans and IGBC certification
3. Ability of waste haulers to purchase 

and deliver new bins, dumpster cost
4. Waste hauler staff constraints
5. Space constraints in downtown alleys
6. Unauthorized users, snowconing
7. Alignment with ISWR initiatives
8. Alignment with JH Public Art 
9. Nuisance trash & ravens

Challenges/Opportunities – Town of Jackson



Creative solutions

Trash 
compactor at 
JHMR 

Are there creative solutions for the 
narrow alleys in downtown Jackson? 



Tanya Anderson
Ecosystem Stewardship 
Administrator
(307) 734-4419
tanderson@jacksonwy.gov

Questions?
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