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David Diamond, IGBC



Washington State Bear Center Visit, 6/12



IGBC Mission

The IGBC supports recovery and delisting, 
and ongoing conservation of grizzly bear 
populations and their habitats in areas of 
the western United States through 
interagency coordination of policy, planning, 
management, research and communication.

https://igbconline.org/about-us/

https://igbconline.org/about-us/


IGBC Executive Committee
9/15/23 Strategic Meeting Statement
• Continued expansion of occupied 

areas
• Separate decision processes NCE/BE
• Other administrative / legal 

processes
• Refocus five-year plans to annual 

reporting, with exchange between 
Subcommittees and Executives

• Common understanding that 
successful grizzly bear recovery and 
conservation requires a shared 
responsibility with all parties



12/23 - IGBC 40th 1/24 - IGBC IEO 
Summit



2024 IGBC Committee Meetings
• Spring Subcommittee Meetings
• 6/12-14 Executive Committee, Moscow ID

• Ecosystem Subcommittee Updates
• Larger Landscapes

• Conflict Reduction
• Information, Education, and Outreach
• Science

• Fall Subcommittee Meetings
• 12/17-19, IGBC Executive, Bozeman, MT

• Winter Business Meeting



IGBC News/Events

https://igbconline.org/news

Sign up for the 
IGBC Newsletter!

Save future 
meeting dates!

Find agendas 
and logistics 
abut specific 
meetings!

https://igbconline.org/news/


Thank you!

David Diamond, Executive Coordinator
David.Diamond@usda.gov

mailto:David.Diamond@usda.gov


North Cascades Ecosystem

• The Subcommittee met 5/29/24 in North Bend, WA 
• Approved Tech Team recommendations on habitat and 

siting. 
• Next steps: The Subcommittee will be working on 

implementation planning. 

• [EIS update: On April 25, 2024, USFWS and NPS 
announced a decision to restore grizzly bears to the 
North Cascades.]



Bitterroot Ecosystem

• The Subcommittee met 4/11/24 virtually. 
• Next steps: The Food Storage Working Group continues 

to work on a framework. 
 
• [EIS update: Using comments received from the public, 

cooperating agencies, tribes, and other stakeholders, 
the USFWS will develop a draft EIS in March 2025, See 
Spring 2024 Project Update.]

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2024-04/gb-bitterroot-eis_public-update-spring-2024.pdf


Selkirk/Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem

• The Subcommittee met 5/8 in Kalispell, MT, and held a 
joint meeting with NCDE 5/9 in Kalispell, MT.

• Next Steps: The Subcommittee is working to schedule 
alternating Subcommittee and Tech team meetings 
each month to November to continue initial 
development of the SCYE Conservation Strategy starting 
with a vision for the conservation strategy. 



Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem

• The Subcommittee met 5/9-10 in Kalispell, MT.
• Next Steps: The NCDE Conservation Strategy 5 Year 

Review continues, the next Tech Team meeting is 
scheduled to meet in June on Chapter 3. 



Yellowstone Ecosystem

• The Subcommittee met 4/24-25 in Bozeman, MT.
• Approved a motion to send the updated Conservation 

Strategy to the IGBC Executives. 





Recovery Planning (1983, 1993)
Requirements for Recovery:
1. Meet Demographic & Habitat Recovery Criteria
2. Develop Interagency Conservation Strategy

• Minimum Population Size 
• Distribution of Females 

with Young
• Human-Caused Mortality

Demographic Recovery 
Criteria

• Secure Core Habitat
• Developed 

Recreation Sites
• Livestock Allotments

6 Recovery Zones

Habitat-Based Recovery 
Criteria





IGBC Purpose
• “Evergreen”

• Coordination to ensure best use of resources and prevent duplication
• Enhance information sharing
• Support ongoing conservation of grizzly bears and their habitat after delisting

• Tied to USFWS Recovery Plan
• Coordinate implementation of the recovery plan
• Support revisions to the recovery plan
• Support development of conservation strategies
• Support actions by FWS to delist populations upon achievement of 

recovered status 
• Support revisions to CSs as warranted by new info

https://igbconline.org/about-us/

https://igbconline.org/about-us/


Conservation Strategies
• Five Factor Review required for any consideration 

of status review (ESA Section 4(a)(1))
• Adequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms

• Post-Delisting Management Plan



Timeline: NCDE
• 2009 Appointment of technical team to draft CS
• 2013 Draft CS released for public comment
• 2017 Reassembly of tech team to revise CS
• 2018 CS completed
• 2020 Updated CS released with editorial changes
• 2023 Reconvene tech team, 5 year review
• 2024 Chapter 3 discussions (ongoing)



Timeline: GYE
• 2000  Draft CS released for public comment
• 2003  CS Completed
• 2007 Delisted; Final CS
• 2009  District Court Vacates Delisting; Relisted
• 2010  9th Circuit Ruling; Remain listed
• 2016 Draft CS public comment, and Final CS
• 2017  Delisted
• 2018  District Court Vacates Delisting; Relisted
• 2020  9th Circuit Ruling; Remain listed
• 2022  Approve CS Chpt 3 revisions; Start Chpt. 2
• 2024 Updated CS approved by YES, to IGBC in June
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