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IGBC Education, Outreach & 
Infrastructure Grants
• 5 grant requests for NCDE ecosystem in 2024

• Conflict reduction education
• Bear Smart Community support
• Bear spray education
• School programs
• Bear-resistant garbage cans

• IEO team:
• Rory Trimbo (USFWS)
• Kira Powell (FNF)
• Mary McFadzen (USFWS
• Ryan Wilbur (People and Carnivores)



Bear Smart Communities 
• Proactive approaches can help reduce 

the potential for future conflicts.
• IGBC supports collaborative community-

led strategies that benefit both people 
and bears by reducing conflicts and 
improving human safety in areas where 
people and bears share the landscape.

• At December 2022 meeting, the IGBC 
Executive Committee adopted the IGBC 
Bear Smart Community framework.

• https://igbconline.org/programs/bear-smart-
communities/

https://igbconline.org/programs/bear-smart-communities/
https://igbconline.org/programs/bear-smart-communities/


Bear Smart Communities in NCDE

Whitefish 
Columbia Falls
Missoula City & County
Potomac
Alberton
Clinton
Seeley Lake

Bitterroot
Anaconda
Philipsburg
Drummond
North Fork
Choteau



Montana Grizzly 
Bear Mortality 
Dashboard

• Key Features
• Real-time data
• Causes of mortality 
• Maps and charts
• Educational opportunity

• Benefits
• Enhanced transparency
• Public outreach and 

education 
• Informed decision-making

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/cfdfbb4a5c9f4758816b296410d3fc94


Bear Aware 
Month
• September is Bear Aware month 

in Montana
• Several education events and 

opportunities statewide featuring 
activities, prizes and giveaways, 
including bear spray.

• Several education videos 
produced, including testimonial 
with hunter who used bear spray 
in encounter

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0wlcm9ZecPKEFb0zERHo1agh6ZMqyDER
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0wlcm9ZecPKEFb0zERHo1agh6ZMqyDER
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