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Information,
Education, and
Outreach
Subcommittee

Ally Turner (USFWS) and Vivca Crowser (MFWP),
Bitterroot Ecosystem

Hilary Whitcomb (USFWS) and Morgan Pfander
(IDFG), Selkirk and Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem

Danielle Oyler (MFWP), Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem

Denise Schultz (NPS) and Andrew Lavalle (USFWS),
North Cascade Ecosystem

Dillon Tabish (MFWP), Northern Continental Divide
Ecosystem
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Goal 1: Ensure
effective
communication

across all levels of
|IGBC

Five Year Plan
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Goal 2: Ensure
consistency of
messages across all
IGBC IEO agencies
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Goal 3: Increase use of

bear spray by people
who live, work, and
recreate in bear
range.




Subcommittee Meeting
Topics

Add NGOs to subcommittee in an advisor
role

Review of Funding Program Criteria
IEO Summit Summary
2025 Goals

Tracking Bear Smart Communities




. ¢Salmon-Challis NF- $4,897
Bitterroot Ecosystem RCucialeEses

eBear Smart Alberton- $2,000

Ca bl net'Yaak *Yaak Valley Bear Aware- $2,000
Ecosyste m e|daho Office of Species Conservation- $2,500

GreaterYe"owstone eBear Creek Council- $2,500

4 eHenry's Fork Wildlife Alliance- $3,000
F U n d e d Ecosystem eBeaverhead-Deerlodge NF- $5,000

North Cascades

P I’OJ ecls- Ecosystem

Nor-the rn Continental *Swan Valley Connections- $2,500

$ 2 . . *Teton Bear Smart- $2,500
I DlVlde Ecosystem *People and Carnivores- $2,500

o Western Wildlife Outreach- $6,000

*Washington Fish and Wildlife- $2,000

Selkirk Ecosystem

A" ECOSYStemS *Defenders of Wildlife- $2,500

*Reminder the ask total was $205,041




ldaho Office of Species
Conservation

®2024 North Idaho Bear Fair
® ~176 cans of bear spray were handed out at the fair
® 96 purchased with IGBC funds

® To receive the free can of bear spray attendees had to:
® Attend the IDFG bear safety presentation

® Practice using a bear spray on a remote-controlled
grizzly bear




Salmon-Challis National
Forest

Purchased 16 bear-resistant containers, all materials,
and technician time to install
Money for design and purchase of educational signs for
“Be Bear Aware” program

* Education Forest employees

* Local Communities
Forest certified a bear spray trainer

* Provided two trainings for SCNF employees

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE




Beaverhead-Deerlodge
National Forest

* Purchased over 20 bear-resistant food storage boxes

* New "This is Bear Country " and "Food Storage Required”
signs

Funding for an employee to conduct hunter patrols

FOOD STORAGE
REQUIRED

Please keep all attractants attended
or stored using approved method.

ATTRACTANTS INCLUDE:

Food, beverages other than water,
I hygi products, game meat +
carcass parts, processed livestock
feed, pet food, and garbage.

APPROVED STORAGE METHODS:

!, Hung at least 10 feet high and 4 feet
“’ from any vertical support.

,,, Stored inside an IGBC-approved bear-resistant
i) = - - =
/ container, or electric fence that is operating
properly, or in a hard-sided vehicle.

ANIMAL CARCASSES OR CARCASS PARTS:

&, Must be properly stored and at least 100 yards
from any known occupied camping area.

ﬁ. Must be properly stored if within 200 yards
of a National Forest System road or trail.

ﬁ- Do not have to be stored with approved methods
if more than 1/4-mile from an occupied
camping area or 200 yards from a National
Forest System road or trail.

IGBCAPPROVED COOLERS
MUST HAVE BOLTS O L OCKS.
BPLAGE.




Bear Creek Council -

® 8 of the 75 64-gallon Bear Resistant Cans

Photo Credit: Kodiak Products



Western Wildlife Outreach

® Layout Design and Printing of a Bear Coloring Booklet
® Snoqualmie Elementary STEM Night
¢ SkyValley Education Center Earth Day

® 2024 Farm Raising

°* 1000 ft of fencing laid by over 200 volunteers
® North Cascades Outreach
®  Grizzly Camp, Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center
® Camp S’'more, Friends of Lake Sammamish State Park
® Wildlife Wednesday at BearGrass Farm with PAWS-Farmer Frog

Nisqually Watershed Festival



— SWAN VALLEY—

® Education Events
® Spring Bear Wake-up Social (Condon, MT)
® Bear Awareness and Bear Spray (Bigfork, MT)
® Bear Fair (Ferndale, MT)

® Support for the Swan Valley Bear Ranger
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® Funds helped to complete 26 new electric Rl NN
Ecosystem (BE)
fences K

® Additional 42 participants in various stages of
planning, development, or installation AN L = R
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# PEOPLE » CARNIVORES

Columbia Falls Bear Conflict Reduction Resolution

Collaborated with Evergreen Disposal

* Developed education materials on securing bear attractants and/"_

(2 COLUMBIA FALLS

effectively securing garbage
» Developed a bear education section on their website
* Developed a mailer survey and education postcard that reached
7,500 residents

Organized multiple education events throughout the Flathead Valley
Columbia Falls High School for students and faculty
Held five bear spray trainings

MONTANA




Teton Bear Smart

Choteau Bear Fair

® More than 5o people participated in
the event

® Bear Safety Discussions
® Electric Fence Demos

® Bear Spray education

Sunday

BUILD YOUR |Bigyeesth

BEAR SMART [ “JP¥)
SKILLS 2:00-3:30 pm

at the

WEATHERBEATER
ARENA

Choteau, MT

Rain or Shine

Schedule of Events

Ever discharged bear spray?
Using inert canisters, practice
spraying it bear smart with
Ali Marschner and

Chad White of MT FWP

Hosted by:
Teton Bear Smart

Sponsored by:

Will your electric fence
deter a bear? Learn to
build it bear smart with
Chrissy Lambert of Wildlife

Services and Jenn Swanson
of Teton County Extension

% BEAR™ (4 B
& )
‘DI.IFE‘Q‘
MON TANA e cwpiﬁﬁé
A Touchsoms Ennery” Cocparsive KoK
Free! Adults and %
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Bitterroot Valley Electric Fence
Loaner Program

® Funds for six electric fence kits
® Used this summer on 30 different conflicts

® Inspired 10 different homeowner to purchase
their own fence

_ A Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
5 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
- L -
Wildlife Services




" HENRYS FORK

“Island Park is Bear y
Country” (UL WILDLIFE ALiANcE

® Purchased Inert Bear Spray to support
IDFG bear spray training program

® 17 weeks of ads about bear awareness

® Distributing People and Carnivores

homeowner kits % PEOPLE # CARNIVORES



Fall Bear Fair Events

® Purchase of an Apple Press

Pend Oreille County

LIBRARY DISTRICT
® Total of 4 Bear Events

® Bear Spray Education
® Demos of Bear-Resistant Garbage Cans

® Bear Aware Education
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Bear Education and Outreach

® Supplies and Materials
® K-12 Education Truck
® Tabling supplies for community events

® Education display at the Alberton Community Center

% PEOPLE # CARNIVORES

CONSERVATION ALLIANCE




Bear Awareness Education Campaign m

7 \
® Organize two apple pressing events YMKMLLEYFORESTLOENC”‘

® Demonstrate proper use of bear-safe
products

® Remove potential bear attractants
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7th International Human-Bear Conflict
Workshop

® Montana Fish Wildlife and Park and Polar Bear International
are Co-Hosting

® October 5-9t" 2025 Kalispell Montana




Questions [ Comments
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