Conflict Data and Management Program

Cubs of bear #25 in Gardiner Dump, 1975



Management of Large
Carnivore Conflicts
Requires a Significant

Amount of Manpower
Thanks to Everyone !

Clint Atkinson
Mark Aughton
Mike Boyce
Luke Ellsbury
Ken Mills
Phil Quick
Scott Stingley






Human-Wildlife Conflicts

Interactions between humans and wildlife that results in property
damage, agriculture damage, or public safety issues (aggression,
disease)

Management of human-wildlife conflicts
Promotes tolerance and Department support
Human safety is paramount
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2024 WY Trophy Game Conflicts

528 Total
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2024 WY Grizzly Bear Conflicts

188
m HORSE
® PROPERLY STORED GAME
B POULTRY
HUMAN INJURY
W BEEHIVE
H PET/GUARD ANIMAL
m FRUIT TREES
B GARBAGE
H ANIMAL INJURY
B AGGRESSION TOWARD HUMANS

43 Captures

* Removals = 34 (19 Outside DMA)
* Relocations =7

* Non-targets = 2
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Conflict Jurisdiction
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Range Expansion
Beyond Suitable Habitat

Fort Hall
Reservation
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opalVap: Nation"ail Bogndaries Dataset, 3DEP Elevation
rﬂgpenft'g r‘dic Names Information System, National Hydrography.
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Social Tolerance

Relanid Perctivad Thraats Abundance of Natural Foods

FOR CRYIN' OUT LOUD

T JUST WOKE UP.  CAN I HAVE FIVE
MINUTES BEFORE YOU

START WITH THE
CAMERAS?!

Population Demographics: Size, Distribution, Age and Sex
Structure, Health of Individuals.....




Conflict Management/Prevention
Information and Education
Securing Attractants

Management of Individual Animals
Aversive Conditioning

Deterrence and Securing Attractants
Relocation

Removal

Compensation Programs
















Damage Compensation Program

Monetary compensation to
reimburse livestock owners

Payment made at market value

Payment for killed, injured and
missing livestock; guard dogs

(Verified Damage Only)
















Regional Training
CEW’S

New Wardens

Local Law
Enforcement



Social Media

./
Y 152024 @

After years of rumors that there were grizzly
bears roaming Wyoming's Bighorn Mountains,
the Wyoming Game and Fish Depar... See more

cowboystatedaily.com
Grizzly Confirmed In Wyoming Bighorn
Mountains; Bear Killed For Attacking Cattle

Oi® 1.1k 476 comments 902 shares

False perceptions of
state management

Humans are loving
animals to death quite
literally

Constantly addressing
misinformation by so-
called “experts”



Contlict Summary

Number of annual trophy game conflicts are relatively steady
because of vigilant personnel

Increasing numbers of large carnivores and interest in them
creates new management challenges in a dynamic social and
political arena.




Large carnivore employees are dedicated, very
efficient, and hard working

Supervisors, Wardens,
and Biologists
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